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Seine in respect of the very moderate letter which
he addressed to a President of the Republic who was
ill-prepared to read it, their deliberations took pkce
amid bestial cries, hideous threats, an unendurable
clatter of ironmongery, amid all the phantoms of
error and untruth. I have not so terrific an apparatus
at my disposal, therefore it is more than probable
that my defamer would be acquitted/'

"You cannot, however, remain indifferent to
insults. What do you intend to do ? "t

" Nothing. I am satisfied. I would just as soon
be subjected to the insults of the Press as to its
praise. Truth has been served in the newspapers
by her enemies as well as by her friends. When a
mere handful of men, mindful of the honour of
France, denounced the fraudulent condemnation
of an innocent man, the Government and public
opinion treated them as enemies. But they spoke
out. And by their speech they proved themselves
the stronger. You know how fervently the majority
of the newspapers worked against them. But in
spite of themselves they were serving the cause of
truth, and by publishing the false documents------"

cc There haven't been so many false documents
as you think, Lucien."

c< They made it possible to prove their falsity.
Error had been scattered broadcast, and could no
longer collect her scattered forces, and finally